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1. Submission of applications

1.1. Application period

The University of Deusto (hereinafter UD) has established two phases for admission to doctoral studies for the 2026-
27 academic year.
You must submit your application in one of the two phases, depending on your interests and needs. Please note that

admission in a given phase only grants the right to enrol during that phase.
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F 15 Aprilto 15 J 2026
Application for admission rom priiio une to 10 January 2027

From 13 to 24 July and
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(*) The application period will be extended between June and August for programmes with places still available. This
information will be published on www.deusto.es/ingresodoctorado.

Please note that the University of Deusto will be closed on the following dates:
- 1 May 2026
- 31 July 2026

During the month of August, the General Secretariat is not open to the public; however, the self-service platform will
remain open for submitting applications for admission.

The subsequent closure dates will be updated from September 2026 onwards.

1.2. Language qualifications

Candidates must have a sufficient command of the language or languages in which the equivalent studies are taught,
at least at level B2 of the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages). It is the student’s
responsibility to ensure that they meet this level.

Appendix Il provides the list of valid qualifications for each language level, in accordance with the CEFR, as
established by the Council of Europe.

1.3. Self-service application
As a general rule, applications will only be accepted through this online platform.

- Go to deusto.es/virtualoffice

Register.
Please note: Foreign candidates with a Foreigner Identity Number Card (NIE) must register with this number.

- PhD degrees: Enter your login details. Choose “Bachelor's/Master's/PhD degrees”, Choose “Pre-enrolment in
official PhD degrees” and “Student pre-enrolment”.

You must complete the requested data fields and attach the supporting documents

By submitting this application, you declare and agree that the information you have provided in it and the supporting
documents are true.

1.4. How to start

Programme choice - Degree programme you wish to apply for

Each applicant may submit only one application for admission. See Appendix | for the list of programmes.

In the dropdown menu, select the programme you wish to enrol in.

Important: The reference (Bl) preceding the programme name indicates that the programme is based at the Bilbao
campus, while the reference (SS) indicates the San Sebastian campus.

Modes of study (in the self-service system it is listed as "Continuous enrolment requirement”)

Courses can be pursued on a full-time or part-time basis.

Once admission has been granted, enrolment may only be completed under the mode of study indicated in the
application and for which the Admission Letter is issued.

Prior to the start of the enrolment period, students may apply for a change from one mode of study to another in
writing to the General Secretary, who will make a decision on the application based on the assessment received from
the relevant programme coordinators.
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Exceptionally, and only in the case of unforeseen circumstances, a change of mode of study may be requested
during the academic year.

1.5. Applicant Personal Details

Enter your personal details exactly as they appear on your identification document. It is the applicant’s responsibility
to ensure that the information provided is accurate and truthful.

Your contact details must be up to date at all times. Therefore, if the information you provided to us has changed,
please contact the General Secretariat.

Please ensure that the email address provided is correct and can be accessed to receive and read messages, as it
will be the University’s primary means of communication.

If you are admitted but do not complete the enrolment process (or cancel it before it takes effect), your contact
details, with your prior consent, may be used to understand the reasons for your decision in order to improve our
programme offerings in the future. Detailed information on the processing of your personal data and the exercise of
your rights is available in the applicants’ privacy policy at www.deusto.es

1.6. Qualifications for entry

Please indicate the university and entry qualifications to the degree programme you applied for and complete the
required data. If you do not find them on the list, select “Other/Not specified”.

1.7. Proposed supervisor (optional)

If you wish, you may suggest a Doctor associated with the programme to be assigned as your supervisor.

You may indicate up to two preferences in order of priority, providing the full name of each. You may also explain the
reasons for your choice.

In any case, your proposal is not binding.

1.8. Attach supporting documents

For the application to be processed, it must be accompanied by the required supporting documents.

As the submitted documents are not originals, it is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the information
provided is accurate and truthful.

You must select the document from the drop-down menu and attach the corresponding file. Important: only one file
can be attached for each document.

Marks obtained in the entry qualifications ' (Bachelor’s degree, Licenciatura, Engineering, Diploma,
Technical Engineering degree certificate or equivalent qualifications)

Marks obtained in an official Master’s degree, Diploma in Advanced Studies or equivalent qualifications’
obtained up to the time of submitting the application.

Certificate issued by the university or competent body, accrediting that the degree certificate obtained is
valid for access to PhD programmes in the country where it was issued. Only applicable for degree certificates
issued by foreign universities. The European Diploma Supplement containing this information may be provided.

Motivation letter: a two-page document (maximum 800 words) outlining your motivations, potential to successfully
complete the programme, and future professional interests. Please include reasons justifying your application for
part-time study

Curriculum Vitae with supporting documents evidencing the merits claimed.

Language Qualifications

Two reference letters

Initial proposal of the research area and topic for your research plan

Proof of being a research grant holder, if applicable.

Requirements for documents issued abroad:

Documents issued abroad must meet the following requirements:

- Be official and issued by the competent authorities, in accordance with relevant legislation in the country
concerned.

- They must be accompanied, if appropriate, by the corresponding certified translation into Spanish, English,
French or Italian.

' Those who had completed these studies at the UD can download the transcript from the Virtual Office and attach it.
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Please note: The qualification granting access to the programme must be submitted at the time of enrolment. It must
be legalised or authenticated by the relevant diplomatic authorities, or, where necessary, certified by The Hague
Convention Apostille. This is not required for documents issued by the authorities of the Member States of the
European Union, or signatories of specific exemption agreements.

1.9. Confirm your application

Once your application has been confirmed, you will be able to view a summary and send it to your email address.

Please note that institutional emails may appear as spam, junk, or promotional messages. Check all your email
folders accordingly.

Submitting the application does not imply any obligation on your part to complete the official enrolment.

2. Application status

You will receive the decision on your chosen programme by email. This decision is not binding or final until you
receive the official communication by email. However, you can check the status of your application at:
deusto.es/virtualoffice

The status of the choice you entered in the application form will be one of the following:

Application Phase:

Application requested

Application has been submitted and is awaiting processing.
Accepted

Application admitted for processing and awaiting a decision.
Incomplete application

Application on hold because it is incomplete.

Once the required supporting documents have been provided, the applicant must ensure that the application has
changed to "Accepted" status.

If you need any further information to complete your application, please contact the General Secretariat.

If the applicant does not provide all the required documents within the established deadline, the application will be
considered “Not admitted”.

Not admitted

Application not admitted because it does not meet the entry requirements to the degree programme or it was not
completed within the deadline.

Decision Phase:

Admitted
The applicant has obtained a positive assessment to enter this programme choice.
Declined

The candidate’s application has not received a favourable assessment, based both on the entry profile and the status
of other applicants.

Waiting list

The assessment is not final yet and your application must be re-assessed in later stages of the admission process.
Allowed to enrol

The candidate has been granted admission and can be offered a Letter of Admission for their preferred programme.
Admission Expired

The applicant no longer holds a place in this programme choice, as they did not complete enrolment within the
assigned deadline.

Withdrawn
The candidate has withdrawn their application from this programme choice.

The UD will issue only one Letter of Admission per applicant, and provided that the specific entry requirements for
each programme are met. The Letter of Admission will be sent by email.

Please note: The Letter of Admission must be kept until enrolment has been successfully completed.
Enrolment is by appointment only within the allotted period.

Candidates who receive an "allowed to enrol" decision will receive an invitation to create an Open Deusto email
account, where they will receive all subsequent emails from the University.
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3. Selection process

General selection criteria

The Admissions Committees will assess the following aspects when deciding whether to admit an applicant:

o Suitability of prior entry qualifications
o Academic record of official entry qualifications
o Previous experience (professional, research, etc.)

o Proposed research topic

In cases deemed appropriate, the Admissions Committee reserves the right to invite the applicant for a personal

interview or to request additional information or documentation.

4.Diversity Unit

The aim of the Diversity Unit is to specifically support the full inclusion of students who, for physical, organic, mental,
intellectual, sensory, gender identity, sexual-affective, or gender expression reasons, may experience difficulties in

accessing or remaining at the University. To this end, its areas of action include, among others, curriculum

adaptations, scholarship schemes, and support resources.
Further information: diversidad@deusto.es y deusto.es/unidad-diversidad

Universidad de Deusto
Campus Bilbao

Secretaria General

Avenida Universidades,

24 E-48007 Bilbao

Tel. (34) 944 139 302
secretaria.general@deusto.es
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Campus Donostia / San Sebastian
Secretaria General

Camino de Mundaiz, 50

E-20012 San Sebastian

Tel. (34) 943 326 310
secretaria-general ss@deusto.es
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