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“Rights. Justice. Action. For ALL Women and Girls"

On 8 March, International Women's Day, and in line with the theme proposed by the
United Nations this year— "Rights. Justice. Action. For ALL Women and Girls" — the
undersigned universities reaffirm our commitment to real and effective equality and
to the defence of the human rights of women and girls worldwide.

This theme reminds us that equality is neither an abstract goal nor an achievement
already secured. It is an ongoing task that requires legal safeguards, political will and
sustained institutional action.

To speak of rights is to affirm that women and girls must be able to fully exercise their
right to education, participation, economic autonomy, health, safety and a life free
from violence. It is to recognise that without the effective exercise of these rights
there can be no full citizenship and no robust democracy.

To speak of justice is to acknowledge that inequalities persist and that they do not
affect all women equally. Pay gaps, occupational segregation, precarious
employment, the burden of care work, and gender-based violence are all
manifestations of structural inequality. Justice requires identifying these gaps,
analysing their causes and addressing them through responsible public policies and
institutional decision-making.

To speak of action means moving beyond formal commitments. It entails
implementing equality plans, assessing their impact, allocating adequate resources
and ensuring their effective application. It involves integrating a gender perspective
into education, research and management. It involves acting decisively against any
form of discrimination.

As universities, we assume a specific responsibility within this global framework. Our
educational and research mission places us in a key position to promote critical
thinking, highlight the contributions of women across all fields of knowledge, and
educate generations committed to human rights and equality.



When we say "for ALL women and girls", we reaffirm an inclusive commitment,
aware that inequalities are compounded when they intersect with other factors such
as background, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, age or socio-economic
status. Equality must be intersectional and universal.

On 8 March, we renew our commitment to rights, to justice and to action.
For all women and girls.
Today and every day.

8 March 2026

The undersigned universities are part of the Network of Gender Equality Units for
University Excellence:

Universitat d'Alacant Universidad de Malaga

Universidad de Alcald Universidad Miguel Herndndez de Elche
Universidad de Almeria Universidad de Murcia

Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona Universidad Nacional de Educacién a
Universidad Auténoma de Madrid Distancia

Universitat de Barcelona Universitat Oberta de Catalunya
Universidad de Burgos Universidad de Oviedo

Universidad de Cadiz Universidad Pablo de Olavide
Universidad de Cantabria Universidad del Pais Vasco
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha Universidad Politécnica de Cartagena
Universidad Complutense de Madrid Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya
Universidad de Cérdoba Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Universidade da Corufia Universitat Politécnica de Valéncia
Universidad de Deusto Universitat Pompeu Fabra
Universidad de Extremadura Universidad Publica de Navarra
Universitat de Girona Universitat Ramon Llull

Universidad de Granada Universidad Rey Juan Carlos
Universidad de Huelva Universitat Rovira i Virgili

Universitat de les llles Balears Universidad de Salamanca
Universidad Internacional de Andalucia Universidade Santiago de Compostela
Universitat Internacional de Catalunya Universidad de Sevilla

Universidad de Jaén Universitat de Valéncia

Universitat Jaume | de Castellén Universidad de Valladolid

Universidad de La Laguna Universitat de Vic- Universitat Central de
Universidad de La Rioja Catalunya

Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria  Universidade de Vigo

Universidad de Ledn Universidad de Zaragoza

Universitat de Lleida



