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1. PRESENT PROFESSIONAL POSITION:  
Assistant professor in International law (University of Deusto). 
Vice Dean in Research and International Relations, Faculty of Law (University of Deusto). 
 
2. ACADEMIC BACKGROUND:  
LLB: University of Deusto 1989-1994. 
LLM: University of the Basque Country 1995-1997. 
Master’s Degree in International Humanitarian Action: University of Deusto, 1997-1998. 
Specialism in Law and Geopolitics: Faculty of Law of Paul Cézanne University, Aix–Marseille 
III, France.  
PhD: University of Deusto 2002. 
 
3. TEACHING EXPERIENCE:  
UNDERGRADUATE: International Law, European Law, International Organizations. 
POSTGRADUATE: International Law of Human Rights, International Humanitarian Law, 
Peace Operations. 

 
4. PUBLICATIONS 

 
Books  

 
Derechos humanos y acción humanitaria, ed. Alberdanía, Institute of Human Rights, University 
of Deusto, 2004, 292 páginas. 
 
Chapters in collective books 

 
“Spain”, in Bakker, C. and Sossai, M., (eds.), Multilevel Regulation of Military and Security 
Contractors, Hart Publishing, 2012, pp. 273-292. 
 
“La adhesión de la Unión Europea al Convenio Europeo de Derechos Humanos de 1950: tan 
lejos, tan cerca”, in El desarrollo del Tratado de Lisboa: un balance de la Presidencia 
Española, Diplomatic School, Madrid, 2011, pp. 221-231. 
 
“Los estándares normativos internacionales y la sentencia T-025 de 2004 de la Corte 
Constitucional colombiana: su incidencia en la población internamente desplazada”, in  
Churrucha, C., Merteens, D., Desafíos de la Cooperación Internacional en la Prevención del 
Desplazamiento en Colombia, La Carreta, Bogotá, 2010, pp. 95-130. 
 
“Regular y controlar la actividad de las compañías militares y de seguridad privadas: ¿es 
necesario?", Amérigo Cuervo-Arango, F., Peñaranda Algar, J. (comp.), Dos décadas de 
Posguerra Fría, Actas de las I Jornadas de Estudios de Seguridad, Instituto Universitario 
"General Gutiérrez Mellado”  UNED, 2009, pp. 455-483. 

 

1 
 

mailto:joana.abrisketa@deusto.es


“Acción humanitaria y pueblos indígenas: ¿se aproximan o se excluyen?”, in Gómez Isa, F., 
(dir.), Pueblos indígenas y derechos humanos, Pedro Arrupe Institute of Human Rights, 
University of Deusto, 2006, pp. 635-644. 
 
"The Lesser-Used Language as a Medium of Instruction or as a Subject: the Basque 
Experience", in Riagáin, Ó., (ed.), Voces Diversae: Lesser-Used Language Education in 
Europe, Belfast, 2006, pp. 33-39. 
 
“La Corte Penal Internacional: sanciones para las más graves violaciones de los derechos 
humanos” in Gómez Isa, F. (dir.), Pureza, J.M., La protección internacional de los derechos 
humanos en los albores del siglo XXI, Humanitarian Net, University of Deusto, 2003, pp. 639- 
657. 
 
“The Right to Humanitarian Aid: Basis and Limitations”, in Roberts, A., eta al., Reflections on 
Humanitarian Action, Humanitarian Studies Unit, Pluto Press, Transnational Institute, 
Amsterdam, London, 2001, pp. 55-78. 
 
“El derecho a la asistencia humanitaria: fundamentación y límites”, in Adams, R., et al.,  Los 
desafíos de la acción humanitaria. Un balance, Icaria, Barcelona, 1999, pp. 71-100. 

 
Articles in Journals 
 
“La presunción de armonía entre las resoluciones del Consejo de Seguridad y el Convenio 
Europeo de Derechos Humanos y la responsabilidad conjunta de organizaciones y Estados: 
nuevas interpretaciones en la Sentencia Al-Jedda contra Reino Unido del Tribunal Europeo de 
Derechos Humanos de 7 de julio de 2011”, in Revista General de Derecho Europeo, 26, 2012, 
pp.1-30. 

 
“El Derecho de la guerra en el siglo XX”, in Revista Derechos y Libertades, núm. 26/II, 2012, 
pp. 45-82. 
 
“Los Estándares Normativos Internacionales y la Sentencia T-025 de 2004 de la Corte 
Constitucional Colombiana: su incidencia en la población internamente desplazada”, in Revista 
do Instituto Brasileiro de Direitos Humanos, Year 10, Vol. 10, no.10, 2010, pp. 153-172.  
 
“Master's degree in International Humanitarian Action: A European Master’s based on 
competences”, in Revista de Educación y Derecho (Education and Law Review), at 
http://www.revistadeeducaciónyderecho.com, no. 2, abril-sept. 2010, pp. 39-53. ISSN 2013-
584X.  
 
“La población internamente desplazada en Colombia: claves para interpretar la regulación 
internacional" in Revista Electrónica de Estudios Internacionales, www.reei.org,  no. 18, 2009, 
pp.1-28. 
 
"Blue Helmets And International Humanitarian Law: How They Come Together", Journal of 
International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict, German Red Cross and Institute for 
International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict, Berlin, no. 2, vol. 22, June 2009, pp. 85-93. 
 
“Mercenarios en Irak: en el limbo jurídico” Revista de la Universidad de Deusto,  no. 97, 2007, 
pp. 34-35.  
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Entries in Dictionaries 

 
“Embajadas” pp. 394-395, “Guerra de guerrillas”  pp. 525-526, “Ombudsman” pp. 810-811, and 
“Represalias”  pp. 1017-1019, in  López Martínez, M. (dir.), in Enciclopedia de Paz y 
Conflictos, Instituto de la Paz y los Conflictos, ed. Eirene and Government of Andalusia, 2004.  
 
“Acción Humanitaria pp. 1-16, “Corte Penal Internacional” pp. 129-131, “Crimen contra la 
Humanidad” pp. 131-133, “Crimen de guerra” p. 133, “Derecho Internacional Humanitario” pp. 
157-160, “Genocidio” pp. 288-290, “Médicos Sin Fronteras” pp. 348-349, “Operaciones de Paz 
pp. 407-412, “Programa de Paz pp. 448-450, “Tribunales Penales Internacionales Ad Hoc” pp. 
561-564, “Zonas de Seguridad” pp. 593-597, in Pérez de Armiño, K., (dir.), Diccionario de 
Acción Humanitaria y Cooperación al Desarrollo,  Icaria, Barcelona, 2000. 

 
Publications on the web 
 
“En tierra hostil: la demencia en Bagdad” (In hostil territory: dementia in Baghdad) ,  
http://proyectodecine.wordpress.com/presentacion/, 2010. 
 
“Pressing Issues for UN Peacekeeping Operations”, Noref Article, Norwegian Peacebuilding 
Centre, Oslo, 2009. 
 
“The Regulatory Context of Private Military and Security Services in Spain”, National Reports 
Series 05/09, European Community’s 7th Framework Programme, http://priv-war.eu, 2009. 
 
“Blackwater: los mercenarios y el Derecho internacional” (Blackwater: mercenaries and 
International Law) , www.fride.org,  2007. 
 
“Blackwater: mercenaries and International Law”, www.fride.org, 2007. 
 
5. PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH PROJECTS 
 
Project title: Consolider Ingenio 2010, The time for rights (HURI-AGE). Reference: CSD 2008-
00007.  
Financed by: Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation. 
Duration: 5 years (December 2008 - December 2013).  
Head researcher: Gregorio Peces-Barba.  
Participating organizations:  University of Carlos III; Institute of Human Rights of Catalonia; 
University of Alcalá; University of Cádiz; University of Cantabria; University of Deusto; 
University of Jaén; University of Seville; University of Valencia; University of Vigo; 
University of Zaragoza; University of Jaume I de Castellón. Number of participating 
researchers:  81 
 
Project title:  The role of international cooperation in preventing forced displacement of the 
internal population in Colombia. Reference: A/020145/08.  
Financed by: Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation. 
Duration: 1 year. From January 2009 to January 2010.  
Head researchers: Cristina Churruca and Pedro Valenzuela.  
Participating organizations:  Pedro Arrupe Institute of Human Rights, University of Deusto and 
the Pontificial Xavierian University.  Number of participating researchers: 9. 

 
Project title: Social and cultural challenges of a world undergoing transformation. Reference: 
IT-201-07.  
Financed by: Basque Government Department of Education, Universities and Research.  
Duration: 6 years (2007 to 2012).  

3 
 

http://proyectodecine.wordpress.com/
http://priv-war.eu/
http://www.fride.org/
http://www.fride.org/


Head researcher: María Luisa Setién.  
Participating organization: University of Deusto. Number of participating researchers: 15.  

 
Project title: Priv-War. Regulating privatization of war. Financed by: European Community’s 
7th Framework Programme. Theme 8: Socioeconomics sciences and humanities.  
Duration: 3 years. From January 2008 to January 2010.  
Head researcher: Frascesco Francioni.  
Participating organizations: European University Institute; Luiss “Guido Carli” (Rome); Justus 
Liebig Universität Giessen; Riga Graduate School of Law; Université Pantheón-Assas (Paris II); 
Centre Trycydide, Utrecht University. Number of researchers: 30. 
 
Project title: Translation of legal texts on International Law to the Basque language.  
Financed by: General Assembly of Biscay. Duration: 6 years (1999-2005).  
Head researchers: Andrés Urrutia and Anjel Lobera.  
Participating organization: Institute of Basque Studies at the University of Deusto.  
 
Project title: Subvention pour la création d’une Unité d’Etudes Humanitaires. Reference: 
ECHO/QGE/B7-210/1998/02004 D. Financed by: European Commission Humanitarian Office 
(ECHO).  
Duration: 1 year. From September 1998 to September 1999. 
Head researcher: Jaime Oraá.  
Participating organizations:  Pedro Arrupe Institute of Human Rights of the University of 
Deusto, Research Centre for Peace (CIP) Madrid, Doctors Without Borders Spain.  
 
Project title: Education and training on food aid, emergency aid and development cooperation.  
Financed by: Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation and the European 
Union Directorate General Development A/4.  
Duration: 1 year (1997-1998).  
Participating organization: HEGOA – Institute of Studies on Development and International 
Cooperation, University of the Basque Country.  
Head researcher: Karlos Pérez de Armiño.  
 
6.  PAPERS AND LECTURES 
 
“Cómo evaluar en postgrados internacionales”,  XI Foro Internacional sobre la Evaluación de la 
Calidad de la Investigación y de la Educación Superior, Santiago de Compostela, 12-15 de junio 
2012. 
 
“El Máster Europeo Conjunto en Acción Internacional Humanitaria: un máster basado en 
competencias”, Congreso sobre la Internacionalización de la Educación Superior en Derecho, 
Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales de Toledo, 15 June 2011.  
 
“The African Union Convention for the Protection of Internally Displaced Persons: 
Achievements in the Identification of Responsibilities in International Law”, Feinstein 
International Center, Tufts University, Boston, 3 June 2011. 
 
“La población internamente desplazada en Colombia: claves para aplicar la regulación”, in the 
Panel International Cooperation and Local Initiatives for Protection and Prevention of Internal 
Displacement in Colombia, LASA (Latin American Studies Association), Toronto, Canada, 6-9 
October 2010. 
 
“La adhesión de la Unión Europea al Convenio Europeo de Derechos Humanos de 1950: tan 
lejos, tan cerca”, in the conferences on “El desarrollo del Tratado de Lisboa: un balance de la 
Presidencia Española, Diplomatic School, Madrid, 22 June 2010.  
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“Derechos Humanos y construcción europea”, in Hitos en la construcción europea: de la 
Declaración Schuman al Tratado de Lisboa, at IX Conferences on the European Union, 
University of Deusto, 3-4 de May  2010. 
 
“El caso “González y otras contra Méjico (Campo Algodonero)””, lecture presented by Emilio 
Ginés, moderator, Law Faculty of the University of La Coruña, 22 March 2010.  
 
“La privatización del uso de la fuerza armada: ventajas y desventajas” in Seminar on new non-
State actors: Military and private security companies”, UNED–Open University, Madrid, 19-20 
November 2009. 
 
“Regular y controlar la actividad de las Compañías Militares y de Seguridad Privadas: ¿es 
necesario?”, in I Conferences on Security Studies,  “General Gutiérrez Mellado” University 
Institute of the UNED-Open University, 19-21 May 2009.  
 
“The Regulatory Context of Private Military and Security Services in Spain. PRIV-WAR 
Project. Report on Spain”, Meeting on National Legislation and Judicial Practice Related to 
Private Military and Security Companies, European University Institute, Florence, 13 March 
2009. 
 
“Peace Keeping Missions And International Humanitarian Law: The Responsibility of The Blue 
Helmets” in Network on Humanitarian Action Master´s- Intensive Programme, University of 
Warsaw, 6 September 2008. 
 
“Collective Security and International Humanitarian Law”, in 26th Course on International 
Humanitarian Law, International Committee of the Red Cross and the Polish Red Cross,   
Warsaw  8-11 July 2008. 
 
“Humanitarian Security and Humanitarian Action: the Human Security Concept”, in Pomoc 
Humanitarna w Sytuacjach Kryzysowych, University of Warsaw, 21- 22 de November 2006. 
 
“The Present and Future of Peace Operations”, Fundación para las Relaciones Internacionales y 
el Diálogo Exterior (Foundation for International Relations and External Dialogue) (FRIDE), 
the Canadian Embassy and the Madrid Autonomous Community, Madrid, 19-20 March 2007.  
“Desarrollo de la formación de postgrado en el contexto intercultural e internacional”, 
Conferences on Interculturality, Institute of Graduate Studies and Continuing Education, 
University of Deusto, 15 and  16 December 2005. 
 
“The protection and care of the wounded, the sick and the shipwrecked”, 22nd Course on 
International Humanitarian Law, International Committee of the Red Cross and the Polish Red 
Cross, Warsaw 7-14  July 2004. 
 
“The Lesser Used Language as a Medium of Instruction or as a Subject - the Basque 
Experience”, Conferences on Minority Language Education in Europe, Voices Diversae, 
European Union, Dublin, 21-25 April 2004. 
 
“Iraq and the use of force in International Law”, in the Intensive Programme of the Master’s in 
International Humanitarian Action, Joint European Master’s in Humanitarian Action, Louvaine 
la Neuve, September 2003. 
 
“Intervencionismo Humanitario, Fuerzas de Interposición, Cascos Azules”, Congreso Educar 
para la paz (Congress for peace education) , University of  Alicante, November 2000. 
 
7. STAYS IN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED RESEARCH CENTRES 
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Centre: Library of the European Court of Human Rights. Strasbourg. Year: September and 
October 2012.  
 
Centre: Centre for Studies and Research, Academy of International Law. The Hague. Year: 
August 2011. 
 
Center: Xavierian University of Bogotá, within the framework of the Spanish Agency for 
International Development Cooperation. Year: September 2009 (A/020145/08). 
 
Center: University of Columbia, New York,  ERASMUS MUNDUS scholarship. Year: June 
2007. 
 
Centre: University of York, Canada, ERASMUS MUNDUS scholarship. Year: June, July and 
August 2006. 
 
Center: European University Institute in Florence. Year: February and March 2001. 
 
Center: United Nations Library and attendance at meetings of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights, Geneva. Year: May and June 2000. 
 
Center: Library of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva. Year: January 1998 
and April-May 2000. 
 
Center: Library of the Hague Academy of International Law, 25 July-14 August 1999. 
 
8. GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
‐ International Development and Cooperation Research Grant, BBK Foundation- Bilbao 

Bizkaia Kutxa (1997-98). 
‐ Predoctoral grant from the Sasakawa Foundation (1998-2001). 
‐ Grant for the translation of official texts on International Public Law to the Basque language. 

Regional Council of Biscay– Basque Public Administration Institute (2001-02). 
‐ Postdoctoral ERASMUS MUNDUS. Research stay at the University of York, Toronto, 

Canada (2006). 
‐ Postdoctoral ERASMUS MUNDUS. Research stay at the University of Columbia, New 

York, United States (2007). 
 

9. ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS   
 
‐ Member of the Commission on the Law Degree for the Law Faculty of the University of 

Deusto, 2007-08 academic year. Preparation of the Degree in compliance with the Bologna 
criteria approved by the Spanish Ministry of Education and the Spanish Government.    

‐ Director of the European Master’s in International Humanitarian Action, formed by seven 
European  and eight non-European universities, 2006/2007, (Joint European Master’s in 
International Humanitarian Action (http://www.noha.deusto.es). 

‐ Member of the Pedro Arrupe Institute of Human Rights Board, University of Deusto, 2003-
2007. 

‐ Academic coordinator of the Law Module in the Erasmus Mundus European Master’s in 
International Humanitarian Action, University of Deusto, (1999-). 

‐ Preparation and design of the Intensive Programme in the European Master’s on 
International Humanitarian Action, held at the University of  Deusto  in 2005. 

‐ Participation in the Intensive Programmes in the European Master’s in International 
Humanitarian Action , held in Aix-en-Provence (2009), Warsaw (2008), Bochum (2007), 
Uppsala (2006), Deusto (2005), Luxembourg (2004), Louvain la Neuve (2003), Dublin 
(2001), Rome (2000), Uppsala (1998). 
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‐ Member of the Communication and Marketing Commission of the Law Faculty at the 
University of  Deusto, (2004-). 

‐ Coordinator of the Humanitarian Studies Unit and the book: Los desafíos de la Acción 
Humanitaria (The Challenges to Humanitarian Action), Icaria, Barcelona, 1999, a joint 
project with Doctors Without Borders Spain, Research Centre for Peace  (CIP) and the Pedro 
Arrupe Institute of Human Rights, financed by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid 
Department , Brussels, September 1998-September 1999. 

‐ Organizer of the First Conferences of the Humanitarian Studies Unit, Bilbao (University of 
Deusto) in Madrid (Delegation of the European Commission) and in Zaragoza (Pignatelli 
Centre), 1999. 

‐ Joint work on the report: Criteria for designing Spanish Food Aid policy, research carried out 
for the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECI), the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Madrid, September 1996-February 1997. 

 
10. LANGUAGE QUALIFICATIONS 

English First Certificate from Cambridge University 
French 6º D.E.L.F. Diplôme D’Etudes en Langue Française 
Basque EGA (Certificate of the Basque Language) 

 
11. OTHER QUALIFICATIONS 

‐ Accredited as Phd Doctoral Lecturer by ANECA (Spanish Accreditation Agency). 
‐ Accredited as Private University PhD lecturer by the Basque University Quality 

Assessment and Accreditation Agency.   
‐ Coordinator of the Guides on Learning for the BA (Bologna requirements). Law 

Faculty of the University of Deusto. 
‐ Member of the Editorial Board of the journal: “Cuadernos Europeos de Deusto” (UD 

journal on European affairs). 
‐ Member of the Spanish Association of International Law and International Relations 

Professors.   
‐ Member of the Pedro Arrupe Institute of Human Rights, University of Deusto. 
‐ Member of the European Union Humanitarian NetWork. 
‐ Label 1 for Design and Planning of the Guide on Learning “International Law”. 
‐ Label 1 for Design and Planning of the Guide on Learning “International 

Organizations”. 
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